
Celebrating 20 Years
2020-2021 Impact Report



Last year, we served 67% more families and the number of  care packages we distributed
rose by 1,160, indicating that too many families are unable to meet even their children’s most
basic needs. Our staff worked tirelessly throughout the year to prevent crisis from evolving
into the devastation of family separation.

Thank you for keeping
our doors open 24/7 
to help families through
unprecedented adversity.

Heather Sleuter, 
Executive Director

JoEllen Welsch,
President

Dear Friend,

The past year brought into sharp relief the
essential role that the Nursery plays as a
first responder in a time of collective
crisis.  We have seen, firsthand, the
tremendous resiliency of the children and
families we serve as they cope with the
intensified burdens of poverty,
joblessness, mental health challenges, and
food insecurity. The Nursery provided
emergency respite care and triaged
resources for 1,018 children and 832
families in crisis last year. At the same
time, our wrap around services ensured
that they had ongoing support for their
journey to stability. Our families thrived
last year as 99% of respite care families
served did not become involved with child
protective services.

Even prior to the pandemic, the Nursery and
our community partners were addressing
annual increases in the number of families
at risk for child abuse and neglect. 

The Nursery’s programs and services have outgrown our small, outdated rental house we
have called home for the past 20 years. In the coming year, you will hear more about the
Nursery’s efforts to build a new and larger home for families and children in crisis in Yolo
County. 

As our staff and Board of Directors celebrate the Yolo Crisis Nursery’s 20th anniversary, we
look ahead with the intent to marshal and grow our resources to meet families' urgent needs
and build on their strengths to create long-term safety and stability for their children.  

With gratitude, 
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Over 7,500 Children Served in First 20 Years



OUR MISSION: 

We provide early intervention services
in a safe environment to nurture healthy

and resilient children, strengthen
parents, and preserve families. 

OUR VISION: 

Every child in Yolo County grows up in a
safe, loving, and stable home. 

OUR VALUES: 

Safety, Commitment, Compassion,
Respect, Community, Hope

Safe Stays for
children in crisis

Children served
by the Nursery

Care Packages
distributed

PAGE | 02YOLO CRISIS NURSERY • 2020-2021 IMPACT REPORT



Safe Stay Respite Care 
Is available 24/7/365 to children up to
5 years of age whenever their parents
face a challenge in providing safe care
for them. We offer 30 days of respite
care as crises resolve over a 
6-month period. 

Specialized Daycare and Preschool
Are designed to promote the physical
and emotional health of at-risk
children. They operate weekdays 
7 am to 7 pm and are available to
children in-need. 

Care Packages 
Essential items such as diapers, wipes,
formula, food, clothing or even a
stroller are provided to those without
adequate resources. All it takes is a
phone call to the Nursery. 

Wrap Around Services 
Help families leverage community
resources to aid in crisis resolution,
assistance with day-to-day
challenges, and referrals to community
programs. Follow-ups are conducted
at 30, 60, 90 days, and one year.

Family Life Skills 
Is a parent education program
available to all who entrust their
children to our care. We teach parents
how to leverage community resources
for crisis resolution, obtain assistance
with day-to-day challenges, and
develop parenting and family
management skills. 
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Life Changing Programs



Mobile Client Navigator
Bridges Nursery services with families across
Yolo County. The Client Navigators go out into
the community to meet children and families in
crisis. This program connects parents and
children to resources and services.

Family Engagement Program 
Helps parents and caregivers strengthen their
support network and connects families on a
personal level. This program provides
education, counseling, referral assistance, and
peer-to-peer support. 

Foster Parent Retention 
Provides daycare and preschool to foster and
kinship families during the first 30 days of
placement. Newly placed foster children
receive trauma-informed care and
developmental screenings to improve foster
placement success and retention efforts. 

Attachment & Biobehavioral Catch-up (ABC) 
Is an in-home, video-based feedback program
that helps parents strengthen their
relationships with their children through the
reunification process, while also helping the
children learn to regulate behaviors and
emotions.

Road 2 Resilience 
Offers special support services to pregnant
women and parents with children 0-12 months
old. Through regular meetings, we help
families navigate complicated medical and
social service systems, allowing them to focus
on being the best parents they can be.

Help Me Grow 
Offers free screenings to identify behavioral
and developmental challenges. Early
identification of these issues better prepares
children for success in school and life.
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Heather Sleuter, Executive Director
Sue Lomax, Assistant Director 
Oscar Lopez, Operations Manager
Juanita Alvarado, ABC Parent Coach
Dina Arellano, Preschool Teacher 
Abigail Dewitt, On-call Staff
Liset Espitia, ABC/R2R Parent Coach
Adriana Garcia, On-call Staff
Rosalinda Gray, Family Services Coordinator

Becky Heard, Director of Development
Jennifer Hungerford, Preschool Teacher
Mikaela Leach, Director of Communications
Khris Ramirez, Family Life Skills Trainer Safety Planning
Katherine Richter, Infant Teacher 
Denise Sanchez-Hume, Infant Teacher
Emily Stevenson, Administrative Assistant
Eostra Yarrow, Mobile Client Navigator
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Our Staff, Our Heroes



The Yolo Crisis Nursery is a special place to me, not just
because I work here, but because it is where I met my son,
Sylace. When Sylace was two years old, his foster parents
brought him to the Nursery for help with the extreme behaviors he
was displaying from the early trauma he experienced since birth.
Sylace thrived under the trauma-informed care provided by the
Yolo Crisis Nursery, and during this time  he and I developed a
special bond. After one year at the Nursery, he was reunited with
his biological parents. 

Staff Spotlight: Oscar's Story

-Oscar Lopez, Operations Manager

Fast forward two years later to when my wife and I decided to start a family by fostering a child. 
Sylace was placed with us because his biological parents could no longer properly care for him. Our
loving bond with Sylace continued to grow over the two years he was our foster child and when the
time came, we were so excited that Sylace chose us to be his forever parents. Early intervention after
a crisis is key to the long-term success and health of a child. Sylace is a resilient kid, thriving and
doing well in school. Our story is representative of the mission and values at the Yolo Crisis Nursery.
Every day we are providing nurturing care for our community's most vulnerable children as if they
are our own.
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The Yolo Crisis Nursery changed my life forever. One year ago, I found myself fleeing a domestic
violence situation that left my family homeless. From the very first day, I was greeted with love and
support. My Client Navigator was amazing. She connected me with the resources for everything I
needed – clothing, food, transportation, housing, and counseling. 

Coming from a domestic violence situation, I was lost. My Client Navigator helped me identify a
strength within myself that I did not know I had. We mapped out a plan for my life. With the Yolo
Crisis Nursery’s  assistance, I found permanent housing and am now a Certified Nursing Assistant 
(CNA) studying to become a Licensed Vocational 
Nurse (LVN). This puts me one step closer to                                                                                    
my goal of becoming a Registered Nurse. I could 
not have accomplished all this without the 
Nursery’s support. 

I am living proof of the great
impact the Yolo Crisis Nursery
can have on a family in need.

Monique's Path to Success and Stability

-Monique, Yolo Crisis Nursery Mom

My son excelled in the Nursery’s care. He accomplished so many important milestones due to the
amazing staff at the Nursery. He is more social and his speech and motor skills have improved as
well. Not to mention the Nursery staff even helped me with potty training! 

I am thankful that our community has this amazing resource.  I am now able to provide a safe and
stable home for my family. I was even able to buy a used car. I am living proof of the great impact
the Yolo Crisis Nursery can have on a family in need.
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Success Stories



It should have been the happiest time of my life, and yet I never felt so alone. Josh and I had just
welcomed our second child when, in the middle of a pandemic, he was deployed with the National
Guard. I was stranded, alone with my newborn and 4-year old, thousands of miles away from my
family and friends. 

Exhausted and unable to sleep, I did not recognize myself. Postpartum difficulties and the isolation
of the pandemic sent me into a deep depression. My life felt unbearable. 

I had lost all hope until I found the Yolo Crisis Nursery. Everyone welcomed us with open arms. My
Client Navigator helped me get the medical and counseling services I needed to combat my
postpartum depression. The treatment helped me be the mom I wanted to be for my kids. 

While I worked on getting better, the Nursery lovingly watched over my children. Through their
screening, the Nursery identified my 4-year-old on the autism spectrum. After diagnosis, they
helped me get services through Alta California Regional Center and even worked with me to get an
Individualized Education Plan. 

The Yolo Crisis Nursery was there for us in our darkest time. With rest and treatment, our family
began to find its rhythm. Josh returned home safely and our family is now in a healthy, safe, and
stable place. I am not sure where we would be without the Nursery’s help. 

Here When You Need Us Most

- Yolo Crisis Nursery Mom
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The Yolo Crisis Nursery changed my life. I came to the Nursery after fleeing a domestic violence
situation. I was a college student, pregnant with my second child, and desperate to find a safe
place for my daughter while I delivered the baby. The Nursery cared for my daughter while my son
was born. I will never forget the feeling of returning home alone from the hospital to care for my
two children. 

Soon after returning home, I had medical complications from the birth that required surgery. While I
was in the hospital, the Yolo Crisis Nursery lovingly cared for my children. At the Nursery, the
children received nutritious meals, health screenings, and participated in educational activities.
They also provided us with care packages of diapers, formula, and other supplies when we needed
them most.

– Sofia, Yolo Crisis Nursery Mom

Discovering My Hidden Resilience

With the Nursery’s help, I regained my health so I could once again care for my children and rebuild
my life. I found a job, built a family support network, moved to a larger apartment, found regular
childcare, and resumed my college coursework. 

Today, I have my degree in social work and have dedicated my career to helping families develop
the resilience I found within myself when I needed it most. I found my resiliency with the help of
the Yolo Crisis Nursery. My children are now ages eight and twelve. We love to adventure in the
outdoors as a family -- swimming, biking, and hiking. I can’t imagine where my kids and I would be
now without the Yolo Crisis Nursery. 

After 20 years of service to our community, 
it is stories like Sofia's that truly illustrate the lasting positive

impact of the Yolo Crisis Nursery on our community.
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Who We Serve

– Heather Sleuter, Executive Director



Alaska Native
1%

Native 
American 1%

Multiracial
25%

Hispanic/Latino
20%

Caucasian
18%

Black/
African American

15%

Unspecified/
Prefer Not to Answer

20% Woodland
40%

Davis
30%

West Sacramento
20%

Winters
1%

Unincorporated Areas
1%

Unspecified/
Prefer Not 
to Answer

8%

Race/Ethnicity Geographic

                                          
and  47% more children 

distributed                                                       this year.43% more Care Packages
We served
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The Yolo Crisis Nursery would also like to acknowledge Yolo County and First Five for
their ongoing support. Their partnerships enable us to provide services to Yolo County's
most fragile families.

20 YEARS OF 
LIFETIME 

GIVING 

Please note: This list comprises those who gave to our annual/general fund over the last 20 years. Donors to a specific
campaign effort will be recognized at a future time.
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Thank You!



Grand Champions: $75,000 and above
The Harvey L. and Maud C. 
   Sorensen Foundation
 
Champions: $25,000 to $74,999
Travis Credit Union Match Donors
Dignity Health
Federal Home Loan Bank of San Francisco
Rotary Charities of Davis
Sutter Health
The George and Lena Valente Foundation
The Johanna Anderson 
  Trueblood Foundation
Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation
Yolo Community Foundation
 
Guardians: $10,000 to $24,999
Jim and Lucinda Childress
In-N-Out Burger Foundation
Mary and Harris Liu, 
   Woodland McDonald’s
Michael J. Miille and 
   Mary Patricia Whelan-Miille
Craig and Katherine Muir
The Kelly Foundation
Travis Credit Union Foundation

Allies: $5,000 to $9,999
Anonymous Donors
Alan and Madeline Brattesani
Clark Pacific Foundation
Daniel Dowling
John Lindsey and Callie Diamond
Luhdorff & Scalamini Engineering
Diane Makley
Amy and Greg McNece
Christopher and Elizabeth Sullivan
The Beneto Foundation
 

Nurturers: $2,500 to $4,999
Anonymous Donors
Carol and Freeman Barsotti
Andrea Clark, Jason Bone and
   the Ebbtide Family Fund
Caroline Chantry
Dan Parrish Insurance Foundation
Davis Firefighters Local #3494
Davis Sunrise Rotary Club
Michael and Francisca Johnson
Taylor-Meyerhoff Family Charitable Fund
Tim Stewart
Women in California Leadership, Inc.

We extend our deepest gratitude to the individuals, corporations, businesses,
organizations, and foundations who made generous contributions from July 1, 2020
through June 30, 2021. Your support enabled the Nursery to serve 1,018 children and
their families.

Please note: This list comprises those who gave to our annual/general fund in the last fiscal year. Donors to a specific
campaign effort will be recognized at a future time.

Proudly Recognizing Our 2020-2021 Family Circle of Annual Giving
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Anonymous Donors
Assemblymember Cecilia Aguiar-Curry
Bayer Crop Science – Vegetable Seeds
Erin Stalker Bellanca
Boutin Jones, Inc
Brooks Painting
Marguerite (Marge) Callahan
C. Bryan Cameron
Carbahal and Company
Kitty Hudson Cawley
Karen E. Combs
Karen Cook
Stephanie and Eric Crossen
Bill Davenport
Nicole Davis, Edward Jones
Sonja Dieterich
Tracy DeWit
Frances Dolan
Matt Dolcini
Jane and John Eadie
Kim Eichorn, Lyon Real Estate
William and Arlene Ellis
Neal and Marguerite Fleming
Brodie Hamilton and Sharon Schauer
Robin Hansen and Gordon Ulrey
Bruce Hartsough and Marjorie Maxwell

William and Jane Koenig
Edward Lascher and Elizabeth Posner
Byron and Lisa MacConnell
Marcelo Martinez and Linda Matthew
Ginny Parks
The Honorable Jim and Donna Provenza
Recology Davis
Kay Resler
Arleigh Curtis Sawyer Jr. and 
   Jeannette Lejardi
Sacramento Region Community Foundation
Donald and Martha B. Sharp
Robert and Adrian Shelton
The Sofroniew Family
Ralph and Patti Sparks
Stewart and Ann Teal
University Covenant Church
Vandermyden and Maddux Law Corporation
William Weisgerber and Gina Daleiden
Steven and Andrea Weiss
JoEllen Welsch
Jean Wiedeman
Dennis and Marianne Wilcox
Lynn Wilcox
Richard and Jacob Wright

Proudly Recognizing Our 2020-2021 Family Circle of Annual Giving

Advocates: $1,000 to $2,499
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Thank You!

Please note: This list comprises those who gave to our annual/general fund in the last fiscal year. Donors to a specific
campaign effort will be recognized at a future time.



While the post-pandemic future is hopeful, many families are still struggling after an
especially grueling year.

Your support enables us to provide services, instill hope, and help families find
solutions to their crises such as stable housing, employment, and in many cases, a path
to self-reliance and financial independence. While the children are enveloped in the
Nursery's loving care, they also receive medical and developmental assessments to
ensure a healthy outcome. Thank you!

Other Sources for 
Potential Gifts

Donor Advised Funds can be
used to make contributions
with tax benefits. 

Additionally, stocks, mutual
funds, and other investments
are excellent sources for a
potential gift.

To make a donation right
away, please scan this code. 

Make a big impact each year
by giving a little each month.
We invite you to join the
Monthly Giving Circle by
scheduling your monthly
recurring gift today. 

Give NowA Monthly Gift

Meaningful Ways You Can Support the Nursery

The Yolo Crisis Nursery is concerned about public health. Photos in this report were taken while abiding by local and state health regulations.

Yolo County has one of the highest poverty rates in the State of California.
 

Thank you for your support of the Yolo Crisis Nursery's life-saving early
intervention programs to prevent child abuse and neglect. 

99% of our respite care families do NOT enter Child Welfare.
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YOLOCRISISNURSERY.ORG

As this Impact Report demonstrates, our small, outdated rental home of 20 years is no
longer adequate to meet today’s needs, let alone those of the future. The Board of Directors
and I are actively making efforts to find a new home with additional capacity to meet our
community’s growing needs. 

This year, the Nursery's focus is on increasing our Help Me Grow and ACEs (Adverse
Childhood Experiences) screenings. These screenings are critical because children who
experience toxic stress are more likely to have serious mental and physical illnesses - like
heart disease and cancer - as adults. 

I can think of no better way to celebrate our 20th anniversary than to focus on what we do
best - serving more children and families. Our successful early intervention programs and
strategic planning for a new, larger home will help us reach more families and keep children
safe with our life-altering services. 

Design and Printing Generously Provided By 

Yolo Crisis Nursery Inc. is a 501(c)(3) public benefit corporation, 
Tax ID #47-1006055

1107 Kennedy Place, Suite 5
Davis, CA 95616

A Look Ahead 

-Heather Sleuter, Executive Director


