
For children. For families. For our community.

Brighter 
Tomorrows 
Campaign



OUR MISSION:  

To provide early intervention services  
in a safe environment,  

to nurture healthy and resilient children,  
strengthen parents, and preserve families.

Since 2001, the Nursery has helped over 8,000 children and their families by 

providing respite care, programs, and services that help keep families together and 

emerge stronger. With support from the Nursery, thousands of parents have secured 

employment, permanent housing, and the parenting skills to help their children thrive.

Yolo Crisis Nursery Brighter Tomorrows Campaign



1107 Kennedy Place, Suite 5, Davis, CA 95616 

530-758-6680 | www.yolocrisisnursery.org
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Dear Friends,

With your help, the Yolo Crisis Nursery will build a new, larger home with ample space and 

resources to support the growing number of Yolo County families who need respite care for  

their young children and wraparound services to help resolve family crises. 

For the last 21 years, the Nursery has been a haven for children under five years old. It is a caring 

home, a helping hand, and a comprehensive resource for families during times of emergency that 

is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

The families we serve are often dealing with multiple problems that increase the likelihood of child 

abuse or neglect, which can impact young children for the rest of their lives. Our “whole family” 

approach helps identify and break generational patterns of maltreatment. Our services can 

truly make the difference between life and death for a child immediately and by changing the 

cycle of abuse and neglect, for future generations.

We have promised to help every child that comes to our door, but the increasing need for the 

Nursery’s services combined with the constraints of our current home put that promise in 

jeopardy. A surge in demand, brought on by the pandemic and population growth, has pushed  

the Nursery beyond its capacity and makes our need for a larger, better equipped home even 

more urgent.

The Yolo Crisis Nursery literally saves lives. We invite you to join us in making brighter  

tomorrows for children, families, and our community by supporting our campaign to build  

a larger home that meets our community’s expanding need.

Sincerely,

Jane Eadie    Heather Sleuter

Campaign Chair    Executive Director

Jen Thayer    JoEllen Welsch

Board President   Immediate Past President



Yolo Crisis Nursery Brighter Tomorrows Campaign

HOW THE NURSERY CAME TO BE

A 15-year-old foster child named Artie asked a 

simple question of his caseworker: “Why didn’t 

anyone help my mom when I was little? If someone 

had, maybe I could still be with her.” Artie entered 

the foster care system in Yolo County when he was 

just 4 years old. His question resounded loudly in 

the hearts of our community, and in response, Yolo 

Crisis Nursery opened in 2001.

A Place of Hope Where Children can Thrive

“Over the last 15 years, 
 I have witnessed countless 
families in serious, life-
threatening crises transition 
into thriving families that are 
making their community  
a better place.”
	 —	HEATHER	SLEUTER
  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
	 YOLO	CRISIS	NURSERY

•  Safe Stay Respite Care – available 24/7 for up to 30 
days over 6 months 

•  Wraparound Services – housing, food, mental and 
physical health, and transportation referrals with  
regular check-ins

•  Care Packages – provide essential childcare items 

•  Specialized Daycare and Preschool – for families 
transitioning out of crisis 

•		Family	Life	Skills – an education program developing 
parenting and family management skills 

•  Mobile Client Navigator – provides critical services 
and support to families in remote areas

•  Family Engagement Program – strengthens parents’ 
support networks

•  Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) Screenings –  
identifies ACEs to prevent toxic stress in children and 
address its life-long health impacts

•  Help Me Grow – screenings to identify behavioral or 
developmental challenges 

•  Attachment and Biobehavioral Catch-Up (ABC ®) – 
a 10-week in-home, video program with one-on-one 
coaching to strengthen parent/child relationships

•  Foster Parent Retention – daycare and preschool with 
trauma-informed care and screenings for newly placed 
foster and kinship families to improve  
placement success 

WHEN	A	FAMILY	COMES	TO	THE	YOLO	CRISIS	NURSERY, they are in urgent need and have nowhere else to go. We 
embrace them. We keep their children safe and healthy while identifying and providing the support and resources  
to manage the underlying problems that brought them to our doors in the first place. This warm, welcoming approach 
and the comprehensive programs we offer address the root causes of child abuse, neglect, and the fragility of families in 
crisis in our community.  
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“ONE YEAR AGO MY SON and	I	were	fleeing	a	domestic	violence	situation.	We	were	homeless.	The	

Yolo Crisis Nursery changed my life forever. My Client Navigator was amazing – she provided me with 

everything we needed: clothes, food, transportation, housing… and counseling. She helped me map out 

a	plan	for	my	life	and	discover	a	strength	I	didn’t	know	that	I	had.	I	am	now	a	certified	nurse’s	assistant	

and one step closer to my dream of becoming a registered nurse. I could not have accomplished this 

without the Nursery’s support. Now I hope the community will support them in building a new home,  

in providing the resources they need to help more families in need.”

	 —	YOLO	CRISIS	NURSERY	CLIENT

Yolo Crisis Nursery Client Demographics, FY2021
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5 – Headline:  Serving Diverse Families Across Yolo County 
Morissa—Adjust the content layout as you see best for this 2-page spread.  Also the charts can be 
reformatted. Let me know if you need more content for this 2 page spread. 
 
Subhead: Yolo Crisis Nursery Client Demographics, FY2021 
 
 

 
Yolo County has one of the highest poverty rates in California. 20.9% of our county’s families and 15.3% 
of our children live in poverty. (Source:  2021) 
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6 – Headline:  Protecting Children, Preserving Families 
Images 
Photos of parents and happy kids. Consider highlighting the first paragraph (2 sentences). 
 
Text 
In 2020, over 47% of all substantiated cases of child abuse or neglect in Yolo County involved a child 
under age 5. This percentage has exceeded the statewide rate over the past six years.  
 
Our programs protect children from immediate, grave harm and create long-term change by breaking 
generational cycles of abuse and neglect. The Nursery’s professionally trauma-trained staff identify and 
alleviate the impacts of Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE’s) and toxic stress on children’s wellbeing 
and healthy development. 

Few events are more harmful for young children than family separation. While our emergency respite 
care protects children in high-risk situations, our wraparound support helps families stay intact - 99% of 
our clients do not enter the child welfare system. 
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Serving Diverse Families Across Yolo County



Protecting Children, Preserving Families

IN 2020, OVER 47% of all 
substantiated cases of child abuse  
or neglect in Yolo County involved a  
child under age 5*. This percentage  
has exceeded the statewide rate over  
the past six years.* 

Our programs protect children from immediate,  
grave harm and create long-term change by breaking 
generational cycles of abuse and neglect. The  
Nursery’s professionally trauma-trained staff identify  
and alleviate the impacts of Adverse Childhood 
Experiences (ACEs) and toxic stress on children’s 
wellbeing and healthy development.

Few events are more harmful for young children than 
family separation. While our emergency respite care 
protects children in high-risk situations, our wraparound 
support helps families stay intact - 99% of our clients do 
not enter the child welfare system. 

Yolo Crisis Nursery is a recognized leader in delivering life-
changing programs and services. We are:
•  One of only four crisis nurseries operating  

in California

•  The only crisis nursery in California licensed as a 
crisis nursery, daycare, and preschool, providing 
trauma-informed care in conjunction with support  
to parents and guardians

•  Serving one of California’s most  
impoverished counties

The Nursery is a prominent model for other communities 
and actively supports efforts to create a crisis nursery in 
every California county.

Yolo Crisis Nursery Brighter Tomorrows Campaign

*Source: California Child Welfare Indicators Project, UC Berkeley, 

August 2021
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Kids Need Room to Grow   

In 2021, the critical needs of our community escalated

•  We served 67% more families, straining  
our capacity

•  We provided over 2,400 safe stays for children 

•  We delivered nearly 3,900 care packages to 
families in crisis (a 43% increase over 2020) 

•  99% of our clients came from low income,  
Medi-Cal eligible families

•  65% were experiencing homelessness

•  62% of the children served lived with families at 
risk of experiencing domestic violence

The Nursery has utilized every square inch of its current 
4-bedroom, 1,400-square-foot rental home to provide the 
best possible environment for children and their families. 
In an effort to prioritize therapeutic space, playrooms, 
and sleep areas, the Nursery’s administrative office is a 
re-purposed closet accessible only through the preschool 
room. The garage houses additional office space but also 
serves as storage, the laundry area, pantry, and donation 
drop-off and pick-up. 

Even before the pandemic, the demand for the Nursery’s 
services was steadily increasing. We were quickly 
outgrowing our home and had begun planning a new, 
larger facility. With the pandemic, the need for our services 
skyrocketed, making an expanded, better equipped facility 
not only needed, but urgently necessary. 

“Yolo Crisis Nursery’s 
model works. It saves 
children, helps families 
and demonstrates how, 
as a state, we can come 
to the aid of the most 
vulnerable among us.”
	 —	ASSEMBLYMEMBER	 
	 CECILIA	AGUIAR-CURRY



Rendering by Jen Mahoney

Opportunity Knocks

Yolo Crisis Nursery’s new home  
- a one-acre site in Davis.

The 9,000+ square-foot home features an innovative 
design and a comforting, home-like feel.

Cowell Blvd. 

I-80

 Research Park Drive

Yolo Crisis Nursery has an ideal location for building 
a new home. In partnership with a local developer, and 
with the support of the City of Davis, the Nursery will be 
given a one-acre parcel of land adjacent to a proposed 
development in South Davis. The Davis City Council gave 
unanimous preliminary approval to this plan in late 2020. 

The new location has many benefits for Nursery clients, 
including access to public transportation, proximity to a 
nearby grocery store and pharmacy, and a community 
park within walking distance. The site is in a quiet 
residential neighborhood and offers privacy to ensure the 
confidentiality of the home’s location.

This new, larger home will enable new programs, 
expanded services, and the capacity to serve more 
children and families. The building includes new and 
upgraded equipment to enhance our programs, play areas, 
security, and educational spaces. For the first time, the 
Nursery will have space designed for trauma assessments, 
specialized training, workshops, and client counseling. 
Outside gardens will give children the opportunity to 
explore nature, and the home will help improve and 
expand parent education and engagement activities. Most 
importantly, the Nursery’s new home will be a safe and 
secure place for children to heal, grow, and thrive.

Yolo Crisis Nursery Brighter Tomorrows Campaign



Welcome to the New Yolo Crisis Nursery

•  The Space to Help More Families – more than triple the 
number of beds for housing children overnight

•  An	Environment	for	Learning - designated spaces for 
preschool classes, training sessions, and meetings 

•  Confidentiality - private offices for parent counseling 
and other wraparound services 

•  Increased Services - space for medical  
assessments, targeted therapy, parenting training,  
and expanded services 

•  Room to Play - outside playground space, with 
designated separate age-appropriate areas 

•  Critical Upgrades - improved facilities and  
equipment, from an efficient, modern kitchen to critical 
security systems 

•  Operational Necessities - administrative spaces, 
storage, and entry areas to provide more effective services 

•  Financial Security - the benefit of owning a home vs. 
continuing to rent

The	Benefits	of	the	New	Nursery

In addition to the selected naming opportunity,  
all donors of $10,000 or more will be recognized  
on Reception Lobby Donor Wall  

Brighter 
Tomorrows 
Campaign

Naming Opportunities

Nap

$1 Million 
Doors to a Brighter Tomorrow/Reception Area 

$500,000 
Family Engagement Center

$250,000 
Adventure Playroom (Toddler playroom)
Discovery Playroom (Infant playroom)

$100,000
Welcome Wing 
Safe Stay Wing 
Family Wing 
Early Education Wing 
Kitchen 
Director’s Office 

$50,000 
Family Visitation Suites [3] 
Safe Stay Bedrooms [7]  
 (Infant and toddler overnight rooms)
Toddler Dining Room 
Infant Dining Room

$25,000 
Shared Offices 
Laundry Room
Staff Break Room 
Staff Break Area 
Food Pantry 
Sick/Safe Room
Lending Library (Reception/lobby)

In addition to the selected naming opportunity,  
all donors of $10,000 or more will be recognized  
on Reception Lobby Donor Wall  
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“We need caring and compassionate people more than anything, 
especially now. As a family who benefited directly from your work, 
we are forever grateful for and inspired by the dedication with 
which you provide crucial services to our community.”  
 —FORMER	YOLO	CRISIS	NURSERY	PARENT
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The Brighter Tomorrows Campaign

The land donation represents $1 million toward 
our goal. In addition to construction, the Brighter 
Tomorrows Campaign will support the Nursery 
in transitioning to its home, creating new and 
expanded programs, and meeting the broader 
levels of service enabled by the building. In this 
way, the campaign is for a new home and for the 
life-changing transformations that happen inside. 
Thank you for considering a gift to help the Nursery 
build a home to meet the growing needs of our 
community’s at-risk children and families. With your 
compassion and support, we can create brighter 
tomorrows in Yolo County.

Estimated Project Budget  
(9,000-square-foot building on one-acre lot)

Land (donated)  $1,000,000

Design and construction  $6,500,000

Equipment and furnishings   $   500,000

Contingency/campaign/moving   $   500,000

Building maintenance fund  $   200,000

Programming expansion and enhancement  $  800,000

	 TOTAL:			$9,500,000

Yolo Crisis Nursery Brighter Tomorrows Campaign

The	Brighter	Tomorrows	Campaign’s	goal	of	raising	$9.5	million	is	underway!	Kicked	off	by	a	generous	

lead gift from Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation, the Nursery’s board, Campaign Cabinet, friends and 

supporters’ early gift commitments, along with support from the City of Davis and Yolo County, the 

campaign’s momentum is inspiring awareness and engagement across our community. The campaign 

is slated to be completed by the end of 2023, and we anticipate a move-in date of summer 2024.



Community Support for the Brighter Tomorrows Campaign

“I was one of the founders of the Yolo Crisis 
Nursery. They’ve accomplished so much, 
helped so many children, preserved so 
many families, over the past 20 years. But 
the needs of our community have outgrown 
their modest little four-bedroom home.  
They need more room and I hope you’ll join 
me in making that dream a reality.”
	 —LOIS	WOLK,	FORMER	CALIFORNIA	STATE	SENATOR	AND	YOLO	 
 CRISIS NURSERY HONORARY COMMITTEE MEMBER
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1107 Kennedy Place, Suite 5 
Davis, CA 95616

Yolo Crisis Nursery Inc. is a 501(c)(3)  
public benefit corporation,  
Tax ID #47-1006055

Yolo Crisis Nursery is working with 
Gelfand Partners Architects to design a 
new home for the Nursery.

WWW.YOLOCRISISNURSERY.ORG

For children. For families. For our community.

Celebrating 20 Years
2020-2021 Impact Report

FAMILY HELPLINE
530-758-6680


