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Unsure when her storybook romance and marriage of 10 years 
evolved into an abusive relationship, Lori was in an unanticipated 
place – fearful for her and her children’s lives. When a rare 
opportunity presented itself, she gathered her girls and fled. 

Suddenly homeless with two young daughters, Lori was isolated and 
scared. She found help at the Nursery, where our trauma-trained 
caregivers welcomed her with open arms. While Lori attended court 
hearings, job interviews, housing appointments and counseling 
sessions, the Nursery provided the care, comfort and support that 
she and her daughters needed to make a fresh start. Lori also worked 
with a Nursery coach through our 10-week Family Life Skills program. 
During this time she got a restraining order, filed for divorce, enrolled 
in community college, established a daily nutrition and exercise 
routine, secured a job, and began to save money. After completing the 
program, Lori moved into a new home where she and her girls 
are safe and thriving.

OUR MISSION:
We provide early intervention services in a 
safe environment to nurture healthy and 
resilient children, strengthen parents and 

preserve families.

OUR VISION:
Every child in Yolo County grows up in a safe,  

loving, and stable home.
OUR VALUES:

Safety
Commitment

Compassion
Respect 

Community 
Hope

2019-2020 Impact Highlights

2,682  
Safe stays for 

children in crisis

692
Children served 
at the Nursery

2,714
Care Packages 

distributed to at-risk 
Yolo County families

“The Nursery 
helped us 
when we 
needed it 

most. “

Unfortunately, situations like Lori’s are not uncommon. 
Last year 86% of our clients experienced

domestic violence. Sadly, we anticipate this number to 
increase this year due to the ongoing pandemic.  

Your support provides a safe haven, early intervention, and 
renewed hope for families who have nowhere else to turn. 

THANK YOU! 
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Nursery Staff

42%  
Multi-Racial

28%  
Hispanic

12%  
Caucasian

11%  
African 

American

4% 
Asian

1% Each 
of Russian/ Ukrainian,
Native American, and 

Alaska Native American

46%  
Woodland

39%  
Davis

10% West 

Sacramento

4% 
Unincorporated 

Areas
1% 

Winters

The Children We Serve
Race/Ethnicity Geographic

With your support, we proudly serve 
Yolo County’s most vulnerable 
children and their families with 
programs and services to protect the 
children and reduce toxic stress for 
families. Thank you! 

In 2019-2020, 99% of our families 
were Medi-Cal eligible, and 72% 
were either homeless or at-risk 
of becoming homeless. Everyday I 
see how many Yolo County families 
cannot afford the most basic 
necessities like food and shelter. 

The Nursery regularly receives calls from struggling parents who are 
concerned about falling behind on their rent, while worrying about how 
to feed and diaper their young children. COVID-19 drastically worsened 
this situation. Rents have remained somewhat stable, but the cost 
of children’s basic needs—diapers, formula, and wipes—have risen 
substantially. Fortunately, with the help of our partner agencies, we 
found housing assistance for our client families and this year the Nursery 
distributed a record number of care packages - 2,714 - a 120% increase 
over last year.  

When parents experience high levels of stress without specialized 
support to help manage their crises, child abuse and neglect increases. 
In this unprecedented period of uncertainty due to the pandemic, more 
families than ever are experiencing extreme stress. The Nursery’s doors 
will remain open with staff trained in trauma-informed care available to 
help anyone in need, 24 hours per day, 365 days per year.

Our parent education classes thrived through the shelter-in-place order, 
adapting very well to a virtual environment. Our Family Life Skills program 
saw great success and the Attachment Biobehavioral Catch-up (ABC) 
Program kept families engaged in the 10-week evidence-based in-home 
video program that helps families bond during the reunification process. 

As the pandemic continues, many parents are facing a hard choice: 
return to work without childcare or lose their job. With the continued 
support of our generous donors, the Nursery will be here to help 
children and families navigate the crisis and work towards a more 
promising future. 

Sincerely, 

Heather Sleuter, M.A. 
Executive Director

Growth, Challenges, and Successes



Wrap Around 
Services 

Help families leverage 
community resources for crisis 
resolution and assistance with 

day-to-day challenges. 
Follow-ups at 30, 60, 90 days, 

and one year.

Safe Stay 
Respite Care 

Is available 24/7/365 to children 
up to 5 years of age whenever 
their parents face a challenge 

in providing safe care for them. 
We offer 30 days of respite 
care as crises resolve over a 
6-month period. Always free 
and voluntary for parents. 

Specialized 
Daycare and Preschool 

Are available for children 
transitioning out of crisis 

and to children with special 
needs. These programs, aimed 
at promoting the physical and 

emotional health of at-risk 
children, operate weekdays 

7 am to 7 pm. 

Care 
Packages 

Provide essential childcare 
items to those without 

adequate resources, with no 
paperwork required. Contents 
may include diapers, wipes, 
formula, clothing, or a baby 

item like a stroller.

Family Engagement 
Program 

Helps parents and caregivers 
strengthen their support 

network and connects families 
on a personal level. The program 
provides education, counseling, 

referral assistance, and  
peer-to-peer support. 

Road 2 Resilience 
Offers special support services 

to pregnant women and parents 
with a child 0-12 months old.  

Through regular meetings, 
we help families navigate 

complicated medical and social 
service systems, allowing them 

to focus on being the best 
parents they can be.

Attachment & 
Biobehavioral  

Catch-up (ABC)  
 

Is an in-home video-based 
feedback program to help parents 

strengthen their relationships 
with their children through the 

reunification process, while also 
helping the children learn to 

regulate behaviors and emotions.

Help Me Grow
 

Offers free screenings to identify 
behavioral and developmental 
challenges. Early identification 
of these issues better prepares 
children for success in school 

and life.

Foster Parent Retention
 

Provides daycare and preschool 
to foster and kinship families 

during the first 30 days of 
placement. Newly placed 
foster children receive 

trauma-informed care and 
developmental screenings 

to improve foster placement 
success and retention efforts. 

  Yolo Crisis Nursery Programs

Family Life Skills 
Is a parent education program 

available to all who entrust 
their children to our care. We 
teach parents how to leverage 
community resources for crisis 
resolution, obtain assistance 

with day-to-day challenges, and 
develop parenting and family 

management skills. 



This has been a remarkable year 
for the Yolo Crisis Nursery, and not 
just because of the onset of a 
world-wide pandemic. In the last 
full year of our 3-year Strategic Plan, 
we continued to successfully meet 
our goals to expand the Nursery’s 
quality programs and services, hire 
key personnel to support our growing 
organization, establish sustainable 
funding streams, and increase our 
awareness and outreach across 
Yolo County.

The Strategic Plan was born out of necessity and has served as a 
roadmap for our expansion. Given the escalating demand for our 
essential services and programs, it was up to us to figure out how to 
meet that need. Even before COVID-19 struck Yolo County, the Nursery 
had been experiencing an upward trend in the number of children 
receiving direct services. Unfortunately, we expect the upward trend 
to continue this year because of the “shadow pandemic”—a surge 
in domestic violence and child abuse attributable to COVID-19. The 
increased demand has heightened the necessity for more space so that 
the Nursery can continue to meet the growing needs of our clients.

Thanks to the combined efforts of the Board and Nursery staff, we 
are making great progress! We completed a feasibility study that 
overwhelmingly affirmed the need and support for a new, larger 
facility. The entire Board is now focused on fulfilling the last goal of 
our Strategic Plan—pursuing a capital campaign to build a new home 
for the Nursery. Achieving this final objective will enable us to expand 
our programs and services and serve even more of Yolo County’s most 
vulnerable children and their families. 

Sincerely,

JoEllen Welsch
President, Board of Directors

Expanding to Meet Growing Needs

2019-2020 Board of Directors
JoEllen Welsch, President 
Steve Willhoff, Treasurer
Jennifer Thayer, Secretary
Caroline Chantry
Jane Eadie
Kelly Fung-Chen
Steve Greenfield

Board Associates:
Sharon Schauer & Nancy Storm, Co-Chairs, Friends of the Yolo Crisis Nursery 

JoEllen Welsch, President (right)
Becky Heard, Director of Development (left)
at the 2020 Krustaceans for Kids Crab Feed.
Photo courtesy of Collegiate Studios 

2019-2020 FINANCIALS
Income Expenses

41% 
Government 

Grants & 
Program 

Contracts

30% 
Fundraising

29% 
Foundation

Support
14% 

Management

66% 
Programs 20% 

Development 
& Community 

Outreach

An Essential  
Worker’s Personal 

COVID-19 Crisis

To all who helped the Nursery serve 692 CHILDREN 
last year, especially our Staff, Donors, Volunteers, and 

Friends of the Yolo Crisis Nursery:
Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank You! Yolo Crisis Nursery Inc. is a 501(c)(3) public benefit corporation, Tax ID# 47-1006055. 

Penny Howard
Eric Miller
Will Pro
Kay Resler
Carol Rosset
Joan Smith-Maclean 
Pat Stromberg

As a single mom and an essential worker, Amanda was in an impossible 
situation. She couldn’t survive financially without her job and childcare 
was scarce due to COVID-19. Amanda risked losing her job, her home, and 
most importantly, her four-year-old daughter, Isabella. 

The Yolo Crisis Nursery was there to meet Amanda’s emergency childcare 
needs and to help reduce her family’s stress. For the first time, we 
identified that Isabella is deaf and coping with significant developmental 
challenges. We connected Amanda with necessary medical and social 
services. Meanwhile Isabella thrived at the Nursery while Amanda worked 
and focused on resolving her family’s crisis. Isabella now attends a 
specialized preschool and Amanda is healthy, employed, and empowered 
to build a brighter future. 



$25
per month 
provides 
1 case of 
diapers 

$50
per month 
provides 
essential 
clothing

$75
per month 
provides 

emergency 
transportation

$100
per month 
provides a 

one-day safe 
stay for a child

A special 
GIFT

each month 
determined 

by you

2020 has brought change for us all, but for families already in a fragile 
state, it has been devastating and debilitating. The Nursery’s mission is 
to protect children from trauma and preserve their families. No child is 
turned away, and our services are always free and voluntary. 

Your support will help to offer a safe haven to an innocent child in 
crisis and a path to a brighter future. 

Yolo Crisis Nursery Monthly Giving Circle Membership
A monthly gift enables you to make a big impact by giving a little each 
month. We invite you to join the Monthly Giving Circle: 

2019-2020 Family Circle of Giving Members
To the individuals, corporations, businesses, organizations, and entities for your 
gifts and grants from July 1, 2019 through June 31, 2020 - THANK YOU! Your 
support provides the foundation for the Nursery’s home and services. 

Champions: $25,000 and above
First Five Yolo County, The George and Lena Valente Foundation, The Harvey L. 
and Maud C. Sorensen Foundation

Guardians: $10,000
100+ Women of Yolo County, The Beneto Foundation, Davisville Property 
Management, Harris and Mary Liu, Jim and Lucinda Childress, The Johanna 
Anderson Trueblood Foundation, Nugget Markets, Sacramento Kings 
Limited Partnership, Sutter Health Sacramento Sierra Region, Travis Credit 
Union Foundation

Allies: $5,000
Diane Marie Makley, John and Jane Eadie, John Lindsey and Callie Diamond 
Lindsey, John Ott, Symphony Financial Planning, Tom and Mary Demund, The 
Wells Fargo Foundation

Nurturers: $2,500
Dignity Health, JoEllen Welsch, Kaiser Permanente, Karen Combs, Kay Resler, 
Michael and Francisca Johnson, Mohini Jain, Teichert Foundation, Tim Stewart

New for 2020-21, the Advocate Membership for annual gifts of $1,000 to $2,499. 
To learn more, please email Becky Heard at bheard@yolocrisisnursery.org. 

 Giving Circle

A loving and hard-working father, Frank suddenly had his world turned 
upside down. Mary, his partner and mother of his 2-year-old son Jack, 
suffers from mental illness and, for reasons unknown, left and did not 
come home.

Suddenly alone with no support network, Frank and Jack were devas-
tated. With Mary missing there was no one to care for Jack while Frank 
worked full-time as a landscaper. With no paid leave remaining, Frank was 
at a tipping point. If he stayed at home to care for Jack, he would lose 
his job. Thankfully, Frank was courageous enough to ask for help and was 
referred to the Nursery. 

During the intake process, our staff identified that Jack had autism and 
quickly coordinated screenings and critical services for him. With nurtur-
ing care, nutritious meals, and an enriching curriculum in our on-site pre-
school, Jack thrived. Even in the midst of family crisis, he reached several 
important developmental milestones. Meanwhile, we helped Frank find 
long term childcare and connected him with supportive resources and a 
network of other parents coping with similar challenges. 

Yolo Crisis Nursery made it possible for Frank to keep his job and, most 
importantly, maintain a safe and stable home for Jack. Despite not know-
ing if or when Mary will return, Frank now has the resources and support 
network to build a better life for himself and his son.

“I am so 
grateful for 

the Nursery’s 
help to build a 
better life for 

my son. “

Thank you for your compassionate support to help 
provide early intervention programs to prevent 

child abuse and neglect in Yolo County. 
Last year, 99% of the families we served did  

NOT enter Child Welfare. 

We invite you to visit www.yolocrisisnursery.org to learn more 
about the Nursery and our clients’ stories. 



• 2,682 Safe Stays
• 692 Children served
• Distributed 2,714 Care Packages
• 99% of the families we served did NOT enter Child Welfare 
• Exclusive ABC Program provider on the West Coast
• Launched Family Engagement Program

www.yolocrisisnursery.org

2019-2020 Impact Highlights

Mailing Address: 
1107 Kennedy Place, Suite 5 
Davis, CA 95616

FAMILY HELPLINE
530-758-6680


